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CARE HOUSING ASSOCIATION 

ELECTRICAL SAFETY POLICY

1. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this policy is to set out specific guidance to ensure the safety of fixed 
electrical installations and portable appliances (where applicable) in properties we own and 
manage. Installations in dwellings owned and managed are to be installed, maintained and 
serviced to required standards and inspected at appropriate intervals to minimise the risk of 
electrocution, fire, damage to property, injury and or death.

We are committed to ensuring our tenants’ homes remain safe and fit for purpose. In 
achieving this we will comply with all relevant legislation and regulations. The following list 
sets out the key legislation and requirements: 

• Landlord and Tenant Act 1985 
• Housing Act 1988 
• Management of Health & Safety at Work Regulations 1999 
• Workplace (Health, Safety & Welfare) Regulations 1992 (as amended) 
• The Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007 
• Building Regulations (including Part P requirements)
• The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 
• Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 
• Requirements for Electrical Installation IET Wiring Regulations 17th Edition 

BS7671:2008 (including all amendments)

Any contractor undertaking electrical installation work must be registered through the 
National Inspection Council for Electrical Installation Contractors (NICEIC) the Electrical 
Contractors Association (ECA), National Association for Professional Inspectors (NAPIT) or 
other accredited body. Individual engineers working on electrical installations must be 
trained, competent and hold a relevant industry recognised qualifications.

2. SCOPE

Electrical systems will be repaired, renewed, upgraded and tested in accordance with 
industry guidance and manufacturers’ recommendations. Typical installations and systems 
covered include; 

• domestic electrical installation; 
• communal landlord installations; 
• emergency lighting systems; 
• fixed fire alarm installations; 
• door entry systems;
• electric heating systems (including convectional and sustainable heating systems i.e. air 

source heat pumps); portable equipment owned by the organization.
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Electrical testing and certification -  Only appropriately skilled and competent persons will 
carry out electrical inspection and testing. A person shall be deemed skilled to carry out the 
appropriate inspection and testing only if they have sufficient qualification, knowledge and 
experience.

It is the responsibility of those undertaking inspection, testing, installation and repair to: 
ensure no danger occurs to any person; ensure no damage occurs to property; compare the 
inspection and testing results with the design criteria; take a view on the condition of the 
installation and advise on any remedial works and their relevant priority; in the event of a 
dangerous situation, make safe and immediately provide a recommendation to the 
responsible person; issue appropriate certification, following review by a qualifying 
supervisor where appropriate and keep necessary records.

The frequency of inspection and testing will be determined taking into account:

• the type of installation and adequacy of earthing and bonding
• suitability of the switchgear and control gear
• serviceability of accessories and fittings
• type of systems and their condition
• extent of any wear and tear, damage or other deterioration of other parts of the 

installation and level of misuse (e.g. vandalism)
• presence of adequate identification and notice
• any change in use of the premises which have led to, or might lead to, deficiencies in

the installation;
• EICR observations and recommendations
• the frequency and quality of maintenance.

On completion of the test, certification will be issued. This will make recommendations which
will be reviewed by a competent person (Technical Officer - Electrical) and the necessary 
remedial works prioritised accordingly.

Portable appliance testing - equipment owned/managed will be subject to an annual 
inspection. Appropriate labelling of equipment and recording of all equipment will be 
undertaken in accordance with the Electrical Equipment (Safety) Regulations 1994.
Personal electrical items belonging to tenants will also be tested, up to a maximum of 50 
items per property.

3 Responsibility

The designated officer responsible for implementation and monitoring of this policy will be 
the Chief Executive. 

4.   Commitment and Review

Care will formally review this every three years.
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